[Ultrasonically guided radio-frequency ablation of liver tumors with a clustered electrode: a report of 100 cases].
To evaluate the efficacy of ultrasonically guided radio-frequency (RF) thermal ablation of liver tumors with a clustered electrode. Clinical records of 100 consecutive patients who underwent RF tissue ablation 120 times were analysed. Image data, tumor size, clinic manifestation, and AFP value before and after the procedure were compared. A hundred cases at 10 days, thirty at 30 days, ten at 60 days after the procedure were subjected to color ultrasonography and CT scans, respectively. The tumor size decreased by 20% at 10 days in 70% patients, decreased by 30% at 30 days in 80% patients, decreased by 50% at 60 days in 3 patients. AFP value decreased in 50% of patients, no operative death was noted, and the rate of operative complication was 23% after ablation. Ultrasound guided RF thermal ablation of hepatic tumors is safe, applicable and effective.